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S  I G  N  A  L  F A  I  L  U  R  E  S
Vlrlr[E Labour Mps rak€ up betaredh to the

ombsion of high-speed trtins rrcir rle
govedmeres consulhtion o{ Hearbrow,s rhird
rubslt (hkhlkttfd in Et" Il9q dhorr a year
rgot rb€ growire strppon for a new €tetlic
ruilwey br! pur the Britub Almorb Aufton$
(BAA), sbicb oms Herthror, otr th€ defensive;

tar month BdA hetd a hqh{Deed-.al
"conference ro tubbrsh fal Fam, N; alilnat w
to a new runsay. Tne (tuazr'd dutitully reDorted
the cvent s a "b]oB" to "Tory pldJ'_ 

-

Bul hang d. Hrsh soeed €r oltus h,\e beer
dseloped lorys q irhour support Aod lhe Tories
($ho ooly adnpted fie dea reimr Jl, rd (uthne
tleathow short-haul frishts is t6r one of tha
tuslrticarons iirr high-speed mrt A nes €r say uD
the cslle nf Insland for e}mDte. $ouid ti*i
existing nil rcles ft* io cary moE lcrl od
reg ona pasenceF ed ftighr thM thev c& no{
lcuftnrl\. mi\ing all q,IEs ofrain on tne ene @c[I
requfts clearina the decks seveEl rin6 m hou f.r
l2Jnph haint. I]1e lnmk{n efe.r would be a cut
in road Eaflr! on manl ot Ensla.d,s nosr lonsrd
dei6. to $e b€mfit of rho; nakins e$enrial dd
Jomeys and ure envrrcmeni

BdA is now .€duced 10 plcadins that Brirain
must build a high{peed rallxay a-d the extru
runr.y. As il Its besl hope is that Co.don B.own
siens Brlu n up ro Lbe Mqay n such a wa! rhat
fuhie Tory tornkte6 (outd si the) can,r $;p rhe
prgest. ,he omens are good for BAA On 29
october Brosn sonfimed. l\e s.rd as a
8o!emment thor qe supporied in Dn.crole ! thrd
qnejlr" oi lhe smadar. fta;spod rcrclary
ueonnnon sard a neq strat€sl srouo $outd stuN
"longn-Em soluhons' inctuilms tcunsdeFtio;
of whollr new id, lines, mc udide h,eh{Deed
mir". tibour hs hnockedbask rhe r;,t dlt-em;hve
so ofien (Ers pasih snce.2002) thd rr'j strl at

PS: The govenment was deli8nted ldt week

when BAA mouced l2l0n for Lon.torS !l6bn
C.o$@il. which Brcwn insists nust have sme
privab nnance, lr nust be a coincidence {Dr Brcwnh
tl€athrcw tunsay decision is expected nqr nonth_

Fuelled you!
IIUEILE prcffrs shrink .r comp&is erDosed

to competition! B.itair,s bisges, bu. ffr;s .re
enjoring rhopping nies.

This yer they blamed fe nses oI ll] or )lJ
I'erceoron nsine $odd on pncej,lar Ins!omenrion
L\eir fi\nl-pnce tuel tlea s l6rc j2 t6i Lst {ek
FiBrcrcup boss Mor Lockhead un;eited .esutrr
tbr dreliyhoolh\ bl0 SeDhmber Leltn! r\sror
"Ou LIK 86 divis on hrs detNercd &;the re^
srrong perlbmance. Toral revdue ose bv 7.i
pment ro f578.6m 6 a Rsulr ot lolume e.{dl
includ ins mnrss rcns, and pnc ns " pro6t nircaeJ
2ri peMnr ro fo0ni pasenge; Increaed 161 2

',concesslotu @ signincdt. Ih OA! b6
travel (paid for by lmal coucils) welt miionetde
in EoBlaid m Apdl, $ de eldny no tonss not,e
rm nses pmpte t@ poor or lounts o have cm N
slucL wrrh bus.s 6 pricing is .djuded, ed on
nostbu oures drerc\ orJv onc im_

A Stagqacb hadhg ir.l€ment sho$ed a 9.2
percent rile in UK bus re!enE m rhe 24 reets io t2
Odob€r And in rhe tust si{ nonrhs of 2008
Arnva,s l,lK buses delleftd a 20 D€(ent .ise i;
prcnri. Amomdns the second fae nse in eieJrt
mond's, a Ari! a b6 bos e\ptained n Ju\ . .'L-d,e
al1 tuad usF, Am\a is fti Ine rhe l;Mt or
incMing fuel costs." But l41 ;ortb Ari:va bld
shareholJe6 -Ou hedeing potr! r proFrrng the
Sroup nom matena 'mpad durinc _2008. Tte 6nat
a!emee tfice paid for tuel r 2On{isdiciDated !o
be 28.2p p.-rliFr. beloFdeli\ery rd duu.r

Nor orr pncer re ar rheir lo$esr fo. o!{ a
)ear, tlrc big bdr hmscdfxcheco tuel aeain. bur
thar's unlildy b prevent tare;ses ne;t ver.
Keles{nn could hn rhose fims dil rvenues.
especia ) qhercjob oses reduce coMutue: but
ftey could male up for rhar by sgreeznglren
more ron tneircaplrve bus pasensen.

'Dr B Ching'

P L A N E  S T U P I D ?
UUrrE o*i.io', imhiaetrt oyer extra

runwats lor Hertbrcw and Sr!.st€d. ,hrt of
tbe UK\ orher drDons where oDerqrore ,r.
pushing for morefiehr.lrod bissar aimons?

E$r Midtrbds Airporr: E N44 rro apdrkO tor
a tu{ay errensio!. shi!h ir 5a}s,j ro a liw tarser
frerghr prses to ted Pte$ ee ateadv ailo*d
b rake oiTand tMd d tN,r,A rhrougtrouithe orshr

ator(itv. Bur there
iE thousnds ofpeopte ,vide ; vi ;ses neebv
wno areacy sufier rrom drstutued neeD thanls r.,
ihe noise (see ry? //161. The' feai ai elhnsion
sould op€n rhe $aJ forjumbo ietsada o{ EMA
Lo e\pand i6 holida) nrebrs bushe$. A de!is6n
trom_the tocat ptatuers is erFCRd wjLhin sir

- Lee& Bmdford Airpon: prilare equiry fim
bndgepodt recen y bouehr tne airDon dd witl
\ubm rples 1or a f70m €{Dtusion ed re\amDof
the teminah this month to coDe wrltl more tuilhts
md pdsedsen - fton under 2n DNF.reB a ied
to  5m by20t3 .

Robin llood Aitpore This Sourh yorkshire
airyon has laurcled a d.at nastemld! ainin! for
more lnM lom puseng*s a yer ty 2-0:0.
b',Imty, trre ptan sctud$ 750 ne$ homes nee
lne arport access road aU of wbich will be
atrect€d by the noh€ md ellution

Brilrol Airpori: A ma$i\e r.o{rorev''ualr$a' (four I mes rhe leocth of lhe lem,n'ir
is bring moored h*e, rhrcb rmpaigneF ctarm is
a sn6r,v ariempr at e{ansion. Nofth Someuet
lomcrl bared rhe dirDofi fJoh burldina tb€
stuctue bder "pem tted de\etooment ;rlFr
In6 yd_ Desprle b€rng lotd to go ttuough de
nomd prurng ipptrcarron prcce$, the iirlon is
no* stung for a cenifi(are ofta$ fuLprcpo+d ue

Lydd Airporr Plas fo. a .g4h uway
dteosion md a ne{ leminal in Rome! MaNh.,;
inFnatiod.ily impoiranr $rdhft iite, weR
condemned 16rmon$by dreRovllS@ier! for Lte
?ot.dion of BirG as -bbe ofthe mo$ maltopmre
eo oflgerous tocahons to run a laae aiturf
Shepv.y comcil will coNider rir. appt6tion; dle

UlrELLdooe,D€p,rtmeDtof Hertth. wirh rhe
h€lp ofrssorted rclrl collegA, ir hrs Dmduced
ro ercelentdocumen( Conr 'Jsioriai SaIe aad
Suaainable S]ft.ial6at Poetiani. S;nices.
spellingout ehr qenNd rotimitrbe itrcressinotv
cobplet rrcrrm€trr of sick chiidnn witb r;r;
dise.s€s to cebkes with tbe exDertise. stlff.nd
rerourc6 to do rhejob propsty.

rne  a i rsmr  Inqur r )  mJde s imi t&
reamen@nons seLen yers aeo !hat. ecoldins
ro consulldr pJeddhic cadiotoerr Ted Bak;''ha!e yet ro be tully imp emcnreJ... rn Da.ticular
rhe need b undert teanadequde\otun;ofworl
!opromotesafepra(tice .

RcsisbncetL,reorgm sanon ssri sidesoead
surgeons me selt:prorectiLe abour tbdr deaire lo
nave a go at re opelations and mav not wml L,
elocaLe ro a lrger un,r, where thej;$o* c& be
properly scrutiDised. PoJlriLians de relucbnt rn
close down uils in key consrituencies ed the
public &d press c4 toul rf rhey rry. And oanenlsqut b be trearcd a c osc to hone s ;o$ible
(ahhougb most!'aren6 uould ria"e anwnrc rfit
mtul theirchild was toucn moie lkelv to livet.

flrre de low 23 diferent 
'soecilised

paediatric sdvic€s. ftom bone mardv
rransplehrion !o bmrn srger,, shicbcty on e&h
otrrors (rpeftrse. This rbkes oltunns veru
complicated bul lhe new report ii 5 co;sns
agleenenl on wbich serices n€ed to be D.ovided
alorgside each other on rh€ sde sfte f& cece.
care needs lo have a oidcal-ctre unit on-hand in
cas childre! go into organ failure afte.

chemothenpy). so there.etly is no excue lor nl

Ttft ee {Lll | | hospirals p€rrbm irg Ltu td hean
iurgery, srlh some slruggling { irh loo fe{ sratr Md
tyDe to avoid mother B.isrol. Hat swons ai
l6tknow rheirhglG. but ft€re s m equinmber
or cbr d hm n surB6ns, tume $ithout soeiaii\t
accEdiELion, shodon tallect dd @doeEsutB
ndha!e.o dsabodt the q@Lr) ufttrej;cm.TlEy
ger aqay rr|n rl b€a6e mosr patrls of chlldm
s r$ bmm tumo6 tre e gnRnj tor &y (m they
ood t qu$lon $belner rt s uD to od.

h dr€ absence of kgstsrion, rhe oDty $ay ro
ensue tharcriricajiy ill chjidm serasoodrt ndard
ofcm is ifrhoe puchasng theiae-have the bath
to rnsisl on ir. The DoH rs Do$ domuatedbv rwo
\ugsns, Am Dazi&d Bruce Keogh, $ho'know
lrtlle aboul seneml pBctie bur \boutd ar lest be
able ro bring !urgeonq rnro trne. The *mabe NHS
.h'el erecurivc, N'lrk Br tfttt, rs obsese\e abour''world cla$ conmisionins.. Md this new
document lells hin how ro do it. wirh lhe niraculods
aglemenr nf rhe rota colte8es. tf we don,r slop
the  dabb le^  noq.  qe  neverw i { ] .

a Severrl ENT surgeoB lave riter to ILD.
to eDdo6e bis Yiew (rr? 1220) thst the NHS is
wrong to deny girh (and boys) the cbmce to be
vrccirated with G.rdrsil, whict orcre.h
.grinst more straiDs of yirus th;n rh€
eove.nmetrt's cb6en vaccitre (Cen!rix).

As{eU as slolping mostCenitatwsrr*jud a tor

larlrseal wan6, {b,ch m e\rrenatv unDteasa,it
and co\lly to tRal. Tnc litus E ac{uGd durine
childbttb md some (h,ldren sujltr "dos rracheJ
probleml' fiat continue inio adult li6. This hiehr
be avoided if !,\e NHS had a(ess ro a ticenien
vaccin€ widely available in Euope ed Amed€.

M.D.

A  B L O O D Y  M I R A C L E
, SURPUSE, surprise. nrenq yerN rfter
Lord uwen, tbe Lrmer L.botrr herhh
s€cret r!. $a told tb.rkey deunetrt3 retstils
to hbelTom 

"6 
s mirkterin ihe 1970c tn

etrsur the cotrtrtDt h&moDhilirN reeiled
"cleatr_ blood products brd beetr shredded.
they b.ve nirrculously sDD.rred or his d€ek.

Tlouidds of h&mophiliacs ed orhe6
re@iung td8flsions werc inf4ied with HIV ed
fie fital li!e. dis€ae beDatitis C iljioueh
ontanimled bl@d inDon€d Aon hisir-ftk
ddo6, p.isdeB and tle like, inAmeiica lbe
pncte conlinued long afber @n@ms werc rainid
md IMy hamophili@s lBve sirce dled or @

AJGr a longcdpargn by ach\a6, rh s sltud.i
.\ hnally the subjecrofa!ublic irqurry by the

rmer $lrcrtJr geneEl, Lord Archerof Sandsell.
Lord Owen as ten to sive flid€nce: in

1974. he had prcnised thar ihe uK qoutd nd the
mpomrion ofunsale blood Drodu(B. od rhat the
UK would be self{ufficienl. He had been stocked
to discover in the 80s. r,!e.elore. thar afte. he
ho!ed on lolheForeign Ofrice hjs pledee hid
Deen rgnored&d may toore oeoDh nad been
inteted.Wbm be h,ed !o ub;in;ooies oihh
mib i i rd ia r  d@uments ,  he  s6  tod iEvhadbeen
"inad!enenrlt destroled by m ow@dous ruoror
ci!ilsedmi. Orh$ key blood-lotky docu;enE
$ere aho appunlly sbredded ed erctuded &om
the govemnt\ 2006 repon

Owen s de$ly dis@vared pape6, hoqser.
coMts su@esi!e eortuenr suegen ons rhar
tbdc wos no betu instul co0m irnen I beca use the
risks w-e not tul1v udeBtood.

CdpdsieF siil hop€ Archer ql podde a
hnrd-hrtiogflort dra!ptuvids at t*l mo{or rhe
t!lh, an ovsdue official apolog] &d omFnedd
fr a *a re to mslch dEr gild in odrfr couhs

Think of the
ch ild ren


