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ln The Back

Blood Mone,,v
Last-week's high court a,nard ofdanragcs and compenssti.iii io 114 patieiris itfected

:.ril!r d1r :-.,-::j:1r-i:Ll!,! !L:l li'.,:r dis*:sr !:'-i::li1!s C F{}ll1 t::lalnitai:i1 bii;iid :uppiies

!11gierl',ries the gcrernmerll'! rha.leftl tleatn-ni oflhe countiy's 4,000 haemophiliacs
w-iro have'oecrr li!,i- lnCea :: !:3:!!i!! 'lial} !er!!*:ri.

Thgy do not bc-nefit liom last week's la[dnrarL tuliog, because they were infectcd

tlt ir,.ria:?tir!:l.C lf11r1ir! !:r:h:re tlri !983 r:,-ruurner legisl*1i'Jt, ui'l.f which ihe PaLielis
lsoa€d theii eofff victory, rar!1i into force. The govcmment has eonsistently refirsed

ihen or thcir i-ae:;lits .:ily i:!r..I1.-J!::rii|]!l
With health ministers considering ali appeal ag;r'si the recerlt high court ruling'

ih.i-* ir !r i.ldit:]lir:r T f :1r!,r sl}llenirg ,,'i3tlilild.. !-'i:l af da) i:*.:!1h minisier Lo:d

Hunt offered oDly "synpathll dead haudy f(-tr anyorc who is sick or dying ftom *'is

uciors st:'ain of h,:?aii!. !i..-< *-tan !:nn !rt:i ri.iitinsis' !i'" i i;i!ii'-e ;:i'i ii;;;

cancer,
i!,I,',.. L!-.rlr] lOil ,.,irr.i:+ h},c :lr::*,Ji' tlie:l :d:-r::r:r1' l-'r'rc uili i.io so in ihc comi;r;

years, Noi otl] is the go1€iliment refusrng financial aid, it is also refusiry to hold a

public ir::.:uiry int.<: L,-'r.: ba,J l-.1o,-r,J l:rptlles werl +::':!:'::lerl 0rr sc r:-li!.1' y€:*s' l'Irlt

than 1,200 haernophiliacs were also i"fected with HI-f, ofwhom 900 have alrcady

rlied lrom AIi)s.
The go*ii-,ment's refirsal to hold a Futtlic inquiry perhaps has soriething to do

lliti the llact that air ilqna,; +r,ril!.1 liteal u i'.rri!r';ii,g :r;iiJ::i iiig:':i" :1Egini'';'1'

even tlao BSE.
Jl n rllC :5!e:1 il::il l!:r t!:!-: i.f:r:r:11:tlli:lr!ei1 blooll liippllts |ave beer tell

knowi'i for well over 20 years. certailly dr:riog ihe crucial period that haemophiliacs

uer= tring gir*: irll.r:i$il h1{re,-1 :r,rdi!.:!s. lr. :r'.:';!-1 r:!rs':: 1!r:! 1}re l-r!i iqt'lr*c

ularings not to imporl &ott! courtfies like the US, ehich *as narv' es'.ing suppiies
-io]rl :riisa::ar!, .!ow:l1rl]d c',lia :ia:l drug addicts.

Arr irrquiry rlould aiso highlighl ihe co'niiniiing dangcrs ofhuman blood products'

ilr tire last few wecks :!nll',' it! tie 3i!id-ei'i hzericpllilsa aai'n!!jir"t' .!'Je i-rrned tlEl

as well as beirg givcn HIV, std hepatilis B aod C fioln contrainiiatEd blond in the 70s

eld 83:.':h-? !l'ere, !! tl).. Lde q0-!- :ij!t e-'?t!3'l L} ie\{-l'aridni i--iD.

A:r ir,qui'1 would alsc' highligtn the f&ci that in England, unlike in lreland, Wales

and Scotland the i:=.rit! CeF.lt::i!e!!- r: siil! Ie:''.!!!r+ irl i:ie'/i1]e *e :l'I:1hci!. 51!led

clotting agents to aduh baennphiliacs because ihcy aie too costry-.
'I'lF br1es1 r:r.'Cr'li b.*l:i."!ell b! j!.:!FteC l!*ii::ris '--'!!::errioFbiliacs around the

country to go on a 'tealme t stdke", b€lieving the pain and risk &orl1 their bleeding

ccnditiot! is less tltr il*i Fssed bt iile d.he3!es aj eh'th *:e-Y l:]"'e siicadi 'ken

exposed - or could still be exposed. - tlnough codami!'a1ed blood.
Or:: s,:ch:.'icli:l i: i4 ,J-F:t-c1d l'{iuk \&5tlr nh5 lr.as :n1'r. he'palia:s B and C - alid

1^llo lcarned iir JEnualy {hat he had also bccn exposed to 40 doses ofnl{lD. It was

the last stlaw. A:t!+!gir ire risks -3yirg 9+m a "!leed"- he is Jeelining lrr,rrr:]r blccd

poduct treatmeot io protcst. '1 rnay as wcll go do*n fighting," he said, "They have

riie*i:,,giren !l9 fo*! jloleilt.niii' ilfdl di!*r=': -- \\1rat can be rvoee?'
id 1990 the Tory gove llnetrts nliserly concessions lo those known to have

subs€quentb cottvacted HIv were "syn}pnlh) poy ents" of betw*en €20,000 and



t60,g0o ta 9$tl4lheir.biBr6r d'6qgrs! 'ttith no adraigicuof liability' As many of

them belieredtlrey had little tima tE live they accept€d. But hsre lies snother sca4dal

whicfr SouL{ be investigat€d: $dtrtbr€ad of lwing rba fmrcial c&r with+'aw!"
they wore also obliged to sign 8 waivcr, sayiug they would qot su€ for hepatitis C if

lhey elesralltl 4otraded iL-Atthat 
stage, none ofthem t'le!! thEy had h€patitis C and dl€y say tiey were told

tbaf it wasn't that serioEs, kf tlore pote*tieEy fu!.
VLtims wllq have HIV and l@itis e erd sow &ce tlre fintbepotential thret of

treCJD a{€ s€eLlng to have tl€ $.si'iers tb€l'siBned deelareiliil€gal by couts, it is

rheir first legal otrstacle to cqarpEllsritioo sild apubtic airing oftheir case.
While lrelas4 cstrada;ard eerffiry'ba'ls s€t upgeaeronr cooprsaticr schernes

for derers mil their eln ies 8td lsunated public inquiries to discovs $tat vlmt

!t]e!g, Eelish rl(t!$! are lureastg$ sicltucd by$e Blair goveemed's peddbg

ofthe lioe thst -!o nftlic iatetEst would be ;E :v€d" by m i"q"i"y.


